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‘ 'm a fan of comedy
first and addicted to
comedy second,” pro-
claims comedian Rich
Carucci. With the Fifth
& Front as his stage, Carucci
gets to showcase
his humor to the
public. ‘
Speaking from
a well-lit dining
room which also
serves as the
backdrop to his
comedy show,
Carucci brings a

with the audi-
ence; it’s the
purest form of comedy,” says
Carucci. “It's about sharing
a moment with them.
I make fun with the
people.”
With influ-

Secaucus.

E
ences such as
Richard Pryor,
Redd Fox and
Rodney Dan-
gerfield, it's
not difficult to
see that Ca-
rucci is some-
one who takes
his comedy act
seriously.
“Rich gets
a feel for the
room, and
he will try to
customize the
show for the
audience,” says
promoter Joe
Loesner. “No two
sets are identical. I
enjoy comics who
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always come up with new stuff.
I'm impressed by comedians
who bring new ideas.”

The two men knew each other
prior to working together, but
after two years they have devel-
oped more than
just a business
relationship.

“It's more like a
friendship,” says
Loesner.

With Caruccias a
partner, they want
to make the Fifth &
Front a Wednesday
night hotspot for
new and experi-
enced comedians.

Loesner explains
how challenging
itis to become
an established
comedian.

“It's a process, you have to start
somewhere. The better you get,
the more you learn. Jersey is a
tough audience,” Loesner says.
“It’s the ‘it’ factor. Personality,
stage presence
— you know
somebody has
that special
thing.”

“You will
learn or burn in
Jersey,” Carucci
says. “If you make it in Jersey,
you can make it anywhere.”

Carucci, who works as a 911
dispatcher, understands that
having a comedy show in Secau-
cus can be helpful towards any
comedian’s career.

“It’'s a small community.
Comedians come together and
networking is a big part,” Carucci
says.

“Develop strong points, stay in
the game, meet many people,”
Loesner advises. “This is a great
way for people to make connec-
tions.”

Besides looking into bringing
established comedians and also
introducing new performers,
Loesner adds that “it’s an inti-
mate setting, a quality show, and
it’s right here in Secaucus.”



